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Broadly stated, the general distribution of census results, in their perma- 
nent form, will be through the medium of the State Compendiums. The 
final reports will be issued in smaller editions than heretofore, and, being 
mainly for general reference purposes, preference will be given to their 
distribution to libraries and institutions of learning. It is found that the 
needs of the majority of individuals will be met by the proposed State 
Compendiums, though, of course, there are many economists and statis- 
ticians who desire the final and complete reports. The general plan of the 
director of the census is to place all information really wanted in the 
hands of the proper persons, but not to give to each inquirer a vast mass 
of detailed material which he does not want. 



MORTALITY— ACCORDING TO AGE AND THE DURATION OF 
ECONOMICALLY PRODUCTIVE LIFE* 

In this volume of some eighty-four pages, the author, Giorgio 
Mortara, has attempted to show the effect of variations in the death 
rates by ages and in birth rates on the duration of the economically 
productive human life. The scope of the work may perhaps best 
be indicated by a list of the topics discussed in connection with the 
main problem. The topical headings may be translated as follows: 
1. Purpose and sources of the work. 2. The mortality-curve. 3. 
Increment of probability of death above age 55. 4. Variations in 
the probability of death, in space. 5. Variations in the probability 
of death, in time. 6. Probability, at birth, of surviving to age x. 7. 
Factors of group — or joint-mortality calculated from tables of survivors. 
8. Mean lifetime. 9. Variations in mean lifetime, in time. 10. Probable 
lifetime. 11. Economically productive lifetime. 12. Sum of years lived 
by a generation between ages and 15, 15 and 60, and 60 and w. 13. Dis- 
tribution of deaths by age. 14. Economic results of decreases in mortal- 
ity. 15. Economic results effected by decreases in mortality, and in birth 
rates. 16. Cost of production of the adult man. 

In the elucidation of his theory, the author has drawn upon the vital 
statistics of all Europe, Australia, and even India and by dint of many cal- 
culations he has found certain coefficients which are intended to serve as 
aids in the approximate estimation of the cost of production of the adult 
man in various countries. These coefficients indicate 

1st. The probability, at birth of surviving to age 20. 

2d. The aggregate, group, or joint cost of a generation to age 20. 

3d. The unit cost of a survivor to age 20. 

4th. The cost of one year of economically productive life. 

With these factors or coefficients it is only necessary to know the actual 
cost of the first year of life in any given country when by the application 
of the various factors to that figure the group, unit, or single year cost of 
the economically productive life follows. The author's coefficients have 
made all of the necessary alllowances for differences in mortality and in 
birth rates for the countries which he has considered. These tables should 
be of special interest to those concerned with questions relating to per- 
sonal injury suits and to the problem of insurable interest, generally. 

F. S. Crum. 

*"La mortalita secondo l'eta e la Suruta della vita economicamente produttiva." Cooperativa Ti'** 
grafica Manuzio via 1; Porta Salaria, 23-A. Rome, 1908. 



